
 Response of for ESCAP/WMO Typhoon Committee Collaborative Research Center 

1) About the benefit to the TC members: 

Reply: In general, the research center will provide the typhoon community with stable resources 
and a platform for scientists from different countries and industries to work together for longer 
term (2-4 years or even longer) to resolve some key common problems in Asia-Pacific area. And 
we have listed several other benefits in section 7 of the proposal for your consideration. 

2) About the organizational structure and the composition of the center   

Reply:  There is a diagram of the research center demonstrated in the proposal.The CRC is under 
the Typhoon Committee and designed to be directed by an Administration Group formed by TC 
and HOST. Please see the section 3,4 and 5 in the updated draft , for the mechanism of CRC. 

3) The concerns of the Budget and Infrastructure and potential donate 

Reply: Shanghai Municipal Government of China will cover the cost of the establishment and 
operation of this Research Centre. The budget of each year, particularly the longer-term funding 
will depend on the performance of the center.  

The fund will be used to support TC members to resolve their key research bottlenecks. Once the 
submission is reviewed and approved, the center could form a specific group to help members to 
resolve relevant problems.   

4) It is desirable to organize and streamline existing research projects of the Committee and WMO 
to operate them effectively and efficiently and bring synergies and achieve advanced research 
accomplishment by enhancing collaboration among relevant research or institutes. The proposal 
should indicate how this collaborative research center can be used as the core of the research of 
the Committee to cooperate with other research institutes and projects. 

Reply: As the discussion above, the research center is capbable to  help researchers from 
different countries to build a longer-term cooperation. Scientists from different countries can work 
together for years until positive outcome are achieved. And in the center, the typhoon community 
may have a stronger voice and a more stable platform to focus on the international science 
community and get help from other domains, not only from the meteorology area, but also from 
the hydrology, DRR and the new techniques area (high-performance computers, AI, VR/AR, 
remote sensing, big data science). With the mechanism of CRC, TC can share resources within 



Members and resolve relevant  problems together which could facilitate the resoures 
moblilzationnot not only inside TC Members,but also could gain the support form the other WMO 
members. 

5) Needs to establish the research center: The current proposal does not show the benefits to the 
Members that can only be realized by establishing a new center, therefore, we do not see the need 
to establish a collaborative research center under the Typhoon Committee. The additional 
resources offered by the Shanghai Typhoon Institute and Shanghai Municipal Government to 
promote research in the field of typhoon are an important opportunity for the Typhoon Committee, 
but the establishment of a new center is not the only way to effectively utilize these resources. The 
Typhoon Committee should consider ways to effectively utilize the new available resources, 
including strengthening the existing TRCG.  

Reply: We have listed several potential benefits in section 6. It is of no doubt that TC can make 
greater progress with more international cooperation by building the cross-member joint research 
centers where members could bring their problems and call international scientists for help under 
the support of the fund. 

With the financial support from the HOST, CRC is an unit that carries out more ambitious 
cooperation plans among members under the help of TRCG and thus enhance the effect of TRCG.   

6) Resource mobilization aspects: We are still concerned about the integrity and sustainability of 
the management of the proposed International Typhoon Collaborative Research Fund (ITCRF), as 
HKO mostly covered in its comment. Resource mobilization is an important aspect to be 
considered by the Typhoon Committee. However, establishment of a new research fund requires 
careful consideration so that its design and arrangement are aligned with research community 
standard and also agreed by the Typhoon Committee Members. 

Reply: At the current stage, the funding will be solely provided by China. TC Members are 
encouraged to make donations to TC Trust Fund in the future for the purpose of enhancing 
research activities.  

7) the Committee may consider to make a decision to approve the establishment of the CRC to be 
hosted by China at an earliest time, e.g. TC-53, to enable necessary initial infrastructural 
preparation and resource mobilization. At the same time the Committee may consider to establish 
a “task team” (or to task the current TRCG or AWG of the Committee) to oversight and help 
develop/refine all aspects of governance mechanism and functional processes etc. of the CRC, as 
initially described but not limited in the current proposal by China. 



Reply: Agree, we do think that we should run and build CRC at the same time. And further 
detailed preparation for CRC should be encouraged in the near future. And in our opinion, the 
“task team” should follow the advice of future ISSC and TRCG. 

 

 


